Grunwick:

Where
are the
TUC’s
action

plans?

TWO WEEKS ago the TUC
took a tough line on Grun-
wicks — in words. Len
Murray and APEX general
secretary ' Roy Grantham
grabbed the headlines with
s promising action
by the whole trade union
movement to win justice for
the Grunwick strikers,

a year battling to win trade
union recognition and re-
instatement.

| Sincethe tough speeches

Grunwicks has dropped
from the headlines alto-

-{ gether. There has been a

little news from the Grun-
wick bosses’ side: they
have brought in a generator
in case workers cut off el-
ectricity supplies. From the

strike committee, news
that they are lobbying the
TUC General Council.

From the strikers’ union,
APEX, and from the TUC
— silence!

Does this mean that be-
hind the pious hullabaloo
at Blackpool the real de-
cision of the TUC and
APEX leaders was to drop
the question of Grunwicks?

Just what is going on?

The rank and file must
organise to step up black-
ing action against the firm.
The mass pickets must start
up again despite the press-
ure from the trade union
bureaucracy to “cool it”.

who have been out for over |
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Con-trick

CALLAGHAN can make as
many speeches about the
"benefits from North Sea
Oil” as he likes, but the lat-
est official figures of earn-
ings, prices, and unemploy-
ment give a more reliable
picture of the realities of
this Labour government.

The price index has gone
up over the last year by
17.6%. Earnings were left
far behind, rising by only
8.8%.

Basic wage rates only
improved by 4.7% Little
wonder that 15.5 million

hours overtime are worked

each week, as workers try
to keep up with price rises.

© Adult unemployment
was up 33,000 this month,
although it is usually a time
of year when unemploy-

ment falls. As winter draws {1590/

on, unemployment will
certainly increase.

Despite a slight drop in

the overall numbers of .un-
employed — a drop acc-
ounted for by many school
leavers beginning courses
and a few finding jobs — it
is the highest unemploy-
ment total for this time-of
year since the war.

What a triumph for the
Social Con-trick!

More and more workers
know this, and are start-
ing to fight back against the
continuing decline of liv-
ing standards. The TUC
and union leaders will try
to isolate them. The job of
socialists must be to supp-
ort them and give them sol-

idarity: their fight is our

fight too. No more Social

Contracts, Phase 1, 2, 3 or
anything else!

1,300,000

1 ,200,000’>

1,100,000
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ISRAEL STAKES A
CLAIMIN LEBANON

ISRAELI troops and armour-
ed vehicies crossed Leban-
on’s southern “border on
Tuesday 20th September
and set up three permanent
posts. Reports speak of 50
tanks and two battalions
acting in support of right-
wing Christian militias.

For nearly a year Israel
has half-openly been supp-
orting these militias, hoping
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ed the area south of the Lit-

ani river almost as a part of
Israel. The Syrians were
warned that their troops
would not be permitted to
enter the area.

Syria’s President Assad,
who directed last year’s in-
vasion of Lebanon, Ras not
responded to the Israeli
attack: the 30,000 Syran
troops #hat make up the bulk
of the Arab "peace-ke
force” have not mow

spite the appeal for s o
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Meanwhile Camille Cha-
moun, noted leader of the
Lebanese Christian right, is
welcomed in Damascus to
have discussions with Assad.
And Israel’s foreign minister
Moshe Dayan is in Washing-
ton negotiating with Carter.
All are willing to seek a sol-
ution for the Middle East at
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The

ban
hits
the
left,
too

THE BAN imposed by Home
Secretary Merlyn Rees on
E;rchel and pocllllﬂcal meet-

s on council property
in Tameside has been greet-
ed by many on the left —
most notably the Communist
Party — as a victory over
Rees’
use of the Public Order Act

. is directed as much against .

the left as the National
Front.

From the time of its en-
actment in 1936, the Public
Order Act has been used al-
most exclusively against the
left. It was first introduced
after the Mosleyites had

been defeated .at Cable -

Street, and its purpose was
W

 to eliminste msss -

class anti-fascist meobilis-
ations which the police could
no longer control. |
present case is no ex-
ception. Chief Constable
Anderton explained his call

for the ban on the grounds

that he could net prevenmt
violent confrontations if the
Front march went ahead. He
would doubtless have liked
to provide them with an
escort, but the lessons of

Lewisham and Ladywood are
fresh in his mind — and in
Merlyn Rees’.

Nor is it any accident that
North West TUC secretary
Colin Barnett, who had been
fighting a losing battle in the
trade union movement ag-
ainst mobilisation to confront
the NF, leapt at the idea of a
ban.

The National Front them-
selves, despite Martin Web-
ster’s blustering promise to
demonstrate as an individ-
ual, are probably not too
unhappy about the ban.
Clearly an attempt to march
on the 8th would have been
most costly for them in terms
of casualties and prestige.
They’ve had a lot of press
coverage out of the affair
as it it — and, above all,
the ban cuts both ways,
doesn’t it?

The left, too, has been de-
filed the right to march ér to
hold political meetings on
council premises in Tame-
side for the next five weeks.
It can be expected that more
such bans will follow in the
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1200
seized
as they

mourn
Steve
Biko’s
death

ON THURSDAY 15 September

South African police arrested
over 1200 black students who had
athered to mourn the death of
teve Biko, the founder of the
all-black South African Students’
Organisation. :

Those arrested were charged
under the Riotous Assemblies
Act. The men — 750 of them —
were held in custody, while the
women — 460 in number — were
released on bail. Their trial is to
begin in October. .

Biko’s death while in police de-
tention happened two days earli-

| er, and even in white circles many
believe that he was murdered by
the police. Demands for an in-
vestigation into this, the 25th
death in police detention in the
last 18 months, came from groups
of white students, some news-
- papers, and the church. Those
black leaders like Chief Buthelezi
of the Transkei who have gener-
ally been pliant tools of the Vor-

ster regime have also spoken out -

.on the issue.

Biko had been arrested on Aug-
ust 18th in his home town of
King Williamstown, where he
was living under a government-
imposed exile. (He was forbidden

IN October 1968, a n;llltn‘ry junta seized power in Peru. Pro-

claiming itself anti-imperialist

and anti-capitalist, it won the

approval of Fidel Castro, who sald In a speech on 14th July 1969
that the new regime could lead the revolution in Peru. But nine

years later none of the promises have been fulfilled, and the

regime is crumbling fast.

The serious intention be-
hind the military regime’s left
wing claims was to develop
Peruvian national capitalism.

" But two major world recess-

lons since 1969 have left little
room for such development.
Industrial growth in Peru has
been less than it was in the
1950s and 1960s. E
Real wages have gone down

. 30% since 1975, and unemp-

loyment stands at a stagger-
ing 50% of the economically
active population. The re-

‘gime’s land reform — one of -

the strongest props of  its
radical reputation — has res-
ulted in driving off the land
hundreds of thousands of poor

peasants unabie to buy land on -

the terms provided for. . . =~
""They. have -clustered into
shanty towns omn the out-

skirts of the major cities.-

More than half of the 4.3 miil-
jon people of Peru’s capital
Lima live in such - shanty
towns.

"~ A 24-hour general strike
against these conditions took
place on 19th July. It was the
climax of a strike movement
which had started in June
after the government, under

- pressure from the internation-
al Monetary Fund, announced -

‘major - increases in fares,
petrol prices and food prices.

0

The government met the
strike movement with bitter
repression. According to gov-

-ernment figures, six people

died when police and troops
opened fire on demonstrators
in Lima; according to unoffic-
ial sources, at least 50 were
kiiled. i

Immediately after the strike
about 5,000 workers were
'sacked for their leading role in
the strugglé. But
class resistance has continued,
with ~miners’ strikes in the
centre and south of the

country — despite the fact that

one trade union federation
(controlled by the Communist
Party) withdrew straight after
19th July from the coordinat-
ing - committee which called
the general strike. (The CP

has genserally supported the: .

regime since 1968.)
- The demands of the work-

ers’ movement are:

Bl wage increases to restore
buying power;

B  a freeze on prices of basic
necessities;

B suppression of debts due .

from peasants under the land

- -reform scheme;

B basic democratic rights;

working .

“to continue his studies, eould not
be quoted, could not travel be-
- yond a radiys of 10-mites without
.special permission, was forbidden
to speak to more than one person
. atatime, and could not enter any
publishing. or educatienal prem-
ises). At the time of his death no

charge had been made against

him. .

South African Justice Minister.

Kruger now says that had Biko
lived he would have been charged
with' inciting arson and rioting.
Kruger also claims to be in; poss-
ession of “secret documents”,
which, as the 'Times’ puts it,
"link- Mr Biko's- Black People’s
Conventionm with the black consc-
ijousness movement”. Which is
rather like discovering -"secret
documents” proving the Labour
Party has links with trade union-
‘ism.
For the first few days, the offi-
cial South African version of the
death of Steve Biko was that he
died as a result of a 7-day hunger
strike. Donald Woods, editor of
the ’Daily Despatch’ in- South
Africa, has revealed: "Steve and |
had a pact... the understanding

was that if ever he was detained, -

and if one of four specifc causes of
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death was alieged, | wouid know it
to be untrue. The four were self-
inflicted hanging, suffocation,
bleeding or starvation”.

The BBC in its news item
just accepted the official story,
announcing without qualification

that Biko had died as the result of ~
_a hunger strike.

Kruger now lyingly denies he
ever said that.Biko starved him-
self to death. His latest account
rclaims that the black leader was

fed intravenously in his prison
cell (not in hospital as an earlier
official report had it).

Delegates to last week’s Trans-
vaal congress of the ruling. Nat-
ionalist Party found the death of
this important black leader the
occasion for great mirth. After
Kruger had stated that "Biko's
death leaves me coid”, other del-
egates joked about how “democr-
atic” Kruger had been to give

- Biko "the right to starve to death”

This and other hard-line react-
jons seems to have outraged a
section of “liberal” opinion in
South” Africa, arousing demands
not only for an investigation into
Steve Biko's death but into other
cases of “death under detention”.

ARMY LEFTISTS

W liberation of those jailed
tor their part In the struggle,
and reinstatement of those

sacked or expelied from the -

country. )

The regime’s ferocious rep-
risals — coupled with the con-
cession of a slight increase in
the statutory minimum wage
— . reflect weakness, not
strength. ~ "Military reform-
igm” — in Peru, or in Bolivia
under Ovando and Torres —
was intended to .repeat the
success of Peron in Argentina
or Vargas in Brazil in creating
an alliance between the in-
dustrial capitalist class and the
labour movement, at the ex-
pense of the traditional landed
oligarchy. It failed, just as the
attempt at a re-run of Peron-
ism failed
1973-76.

Peru's government, led by
Morales Bermudes (who took
over from the ailing Velasco
Alvaredo — leader of the 1968
coup — in a new coup in Aug-
ust 1975) has promised a
constituent assembly in 1978
and a return to civilian rule in
1980. In the meantime it holds
on through increasing repress-
ion, while reversing some of
Velasco’s policies. (The fish-
ing industry has been de
nationalised, and there is taik
of doingy the same for other
industries.)

Workers Action, 24 September 1977. Pége‘ 2

in Argentina in -

Despite their radical app-
earance, the essentials of
Velasco’s policies were an
adjustment to a change in
imperialist policy which had
already taken place before
1968. - )

Traditionally, imperialist in-
volvement In Latin America

~

was in raw materlals: oil, tin,

fruit, coffee, sugar, etc. Since
the 1950s, Iinvestment has
shifted much more into
manufacturing Iindustry, as
the rate of profit, woridwide,
in the raw materials sector has
declined.

nn

The "military -reformists”

nationalised parts of the raw
- materials sector and broke up
some of the large landed
estates. This caused friction,

. of course, particularly when
Peru  nationalised the ' US-
owned International Petrol-
eum Company without com-
pensation.

Mostly, however, generous
compensation was given in a
form which enabled the own-
ers in the raw materials and

agrarian sectors to transfer:

their wealth easily to the man-
ufacturing industry sector.
This shift was not at all against

- Peruvian capital —

the interests of imperialism.

The Wall Street Journal was
calmly explaining this fact at
the very same time as IPC was
furiously campaigning for US
intervention against the
Velasco regime.

The favoured form of in-
dustrial development under
Peru’s military - regime has
been joint enterprises in which
both imperialist capital and
usually
via the state — have shares. In
that way. the regime hoped to
secure for the Peruvian ruling
class a section of the profits
deriving from imperialist
financed_enterprise.

But, due to the effects of the
world recessions,. the profits
have not been there in suffic-
ient quantity. And despite the
repression against the work-
ers’ movement in Peru, and
the disorientation of parts of it
by the regime’s leftist image,
the working class-is ready to
fight.

With Brazil’s bloodstained
military  dictatorship  also
tottering, the truce which the
Latin American ruling classes
have been granted by the vict-
ories of hard-line reactlon in
Bolivia {1972], Chile [1973)
and Argentina [1976] could
well be brought to an end

soon. .
COLIN FOSTER

' He taught blacks to be
proud of their blackness
and to realise an appreciat-
ion of their own worth in
their own terms, to seek
self-sufficiency, not to look
to others for their liberat-
ion’ — Steve Biko describ-
ed by his friend Donald
Woods.

AFTER Sir Keith Joseph had hit the
headlines with his atack on the Scar-
man Court of Inquiry on Grunwicks,
Margaret Thatcher captured the
front pages with her statement that

- she would opt for a referendum if a
Tory government were threatened by
trade union revolt. ..

The threat of a referendum in the
case of a strike is not very serious —
not because it would take too long to
organise, as Jack Jones says, but be-
cause it would politicise strikes to the
disadvantage of the government. More
seriously, the Tories may attempt to
use referendums on issues like incom-
es policy.

" Referendums have often been a
favoured weapon of right wing govern-
ments. They are generally the least

"democratic methed of voting, .be-
cause the government is heavily fav-

. oured by being able to choose for its

own convenience the time, the issue,

and the phrasing of the question.

General De Gaulle ran France from

1958 to 1968 by repeatedly organising

referendums posed in terms of ‘‘De

Gaulle — or chaos”.

James Klugman, theofficially appoint-
ed historian of the Commusist Party of
Great Britain, bas dies at the age of 65,
after a lifetime spentnot ix the service .
of communism and the working class
— but of the Russian Stalinist bur-
eaucracy.

His first notable book, "From Trot-
sky to Tito", was written in 1949, after
Yugoslavia bad broken away from sub-
servience to Josef Stain and the Russ-
ian state. It "proved", chapter and
verse, that Josef Tito bad been an "in-
filtrator" in the pay of capitalist states
even while be worked underground in
pre-war Yugosiavia, fought in_ the
Spanish Csvil War against fascism,
and led the partisans who fought the
German invasion forces and local
Rovyalists in Yugosiava.

Klugman was in a specially good
position to "put it aver" because he
bad served during the war as part of
.the British Army liaison with the part-
jsans. He spum out the les kmow-
ingly — and therefore all the more
convincingly. -

In 1955, when fiendly relations
were restored between the USSR and
Yugoslavia, the CPGB. formally with-
drew "From Trotsky to Tito" from cérc-
- ulation, But Klugman was mot in dis-
~.8race. Far from it.

- When, in 1956-7, a great wave of
revulsion shook bomest members of
-the CP, who suddenly learned part of
the truth about Stabwist tyrawmy, the
cry went up in the CP for a honest
bistory of the Party; After the moise
bad died down, in. the wake of expuls-
jons and resigmations, the _party
appointed a learned bistorian to pro-
duce the ‘bomest history’. It was
James Kiugman. '

In fact, m 20 years’ work, Klugman
got mo further than the Party's first
decade. And there s wo chasce that
bis death will open the way for the CP
to finish the job in a balfiway bomest
Jashion. :
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How the police

got Tony Anderson

" TONY-ANDERSON has been in
Norwich Jail since May, con-
‘vieted . of throwing 2a  man
through a plate glass window
-and assaulting two police officers.
‘His nine month Sentence is the

. latest stage in three and a half
- years' police. persecution of this

1 year oid black youth.

- “'in._summer 1973 Tony was
‘coming home from party and a

police officer said, ‘‘Come here,

sunshine’’. - -When he . said,"

“My name isn’t - sunshine’’,

- "a second policeman punched him

Tony was left huddled in pain
in the gutter. Friends brought
him home,.and Tony's mother
Mrs Kiffen, took him round to
Tottenham police station to lodge
a complaint. The police surgeon
confirmed that Tony had been
hit in the kidneys.

Superintendent - Parkes - from -

‘Hornsey police station, who was

. -assigned to direct an internal’

police -inquiry, assisted Tony's
mother. in putting her complaint
— or so it seemed. But after the
case had been dismissed, he
pressurised Mrs Kiffen into sign-

in thekidneys.

A leader of the Itlian Communist
Party, Lucio Lombardo-Radice, is

quoted in the Italian newspaper ‘La .

Stampa’ as saying, “The term Marxist
Leninist has disappeared from the It-
alian Communist Party vocabulary
in a natural way, without prohibitions,
like the disappearance of the term
‘ dictatorship of the peoletariat’. .
‘Article 5 of our canstitution, whick

‘requires members to adhere to Marx-

ist-Leninist priniciples, is like a dead

brasch. It s necesay w cot it off |

Geoff Roberts of the British CP, in
a debate on "Trotskyism and Revolut-
jon" with Ernest Mandel at the
Socialist Challesge ‘Symposiom’ on
9th September. Making the reserv-
ation that ‘Eurocommunism’ upheld
Lenin’s insistence that ‘‘the concrete
analysis of a concrete situation’ is
essential, he nevertheless admitted
that ““Trotskyism #s the continuation
of Leninism and the early Comintern”.

The Socialist Challenge ‘Symposium’
not only witnessed the CP saying that
Trotskyism is the comtinuation of Len-
inism, but also the IMG -saying that
thesr organisational principles are not
those of Bolshevism. ‘

. In a much-applauded speech, IMG
member Chris Roseblade said that
new models of rewlutionary milst-
ancy are mecessary. Stalin meant
‘man . of steel’, Kamenmev ‘man of
stone’; Lenin took time off revolution-
ary organisational work only to devote
himself to intensive theoretical study.
Some approximation of a Bolshevik
tempo of work might bave been poss-
ible for IMG members whesn they were
students. Ne 1_,‘;, I " more

members bave damestic commit-

ments. And, said Chris Roseblade, the
revolution isn’t going to bappen this
year or the year aftar, So a more re-
laxed definition of revolutionary activ-
ity is mecessary. :
In 1916 Lenin said that be did not
expect to see the revalution in bis life-
time; and certainly the Russian social-
ists, too, bad the problem of ex-stud-
ent comrades who became less willing
to be active as they grew older and the
attractions of a comfortable, domestic
middle class existemce exert a bigger
pull. The discomforts of revolutionary
activity i Russia were, moreover, in-
finitely greater tham they are in
Britain. But it was the Mensheviks
who tailored their organisational rules
to the comvemience of the mot-so-

committed.
=

The Chief Constable. of Greater Man-

" chester, James Anderton, has got

Tameside  District  Council to
ban a National Front march through

AN

Hyde on October 8th. The march was
to be called under ke slogan “‘Free-
dom against Red Tersor™.

e move gl

like the focal CP whohave bebi'ciinips
.aigning 1o get the march and a follow-

ing meeting banned as ax altersative
to militant action lo drive the fascists
off the streets. According to the counc-
il decision, *‘all public processions in

Tameside’’ will be banned on that date |

Latching onto Anderton’s request to
use the powers of the 1936 Public Ord-
er Act, section 3(2), are local Tory
councillors. One. Lawrence Bell, has
stated: ‘‘We. shall undoubtedly be
accepting the Chief Constable’s ad-
vice. I am against.all forms of march-
ing, whether by the National Front or
the Socialist Workers, or trade union-
ists, Itis a form of intimidation’’.

From the 'Morning Star', 19th Sep-
tember: ““The German Democratic
Republic has freed 90 political prison-
ers and transported them to the West,
it was reported in West Berlin yester-
day.
‘y‘Their release had been paid for in
hard currency by West Germany under
official agreements between the two
countries, with the Bonn government
paying about £42,000 for each one...”

Darcus Howe, editor of Race Today,
has been released from jail, where be
was to serve a three month sentence.
The judge said he was releasing

"Darcus Howe because the case was

““stale”’,

During last summer’s upsurge of
racism, Birmingham Trades Council
President William Jarvis distinguished
himself by endorsing Powellite
calls for a stop to further immigrat-
ion. .
Last Wednesday, 14th September,
Birmingham Distric Labour Party
decided by 43 votes to 26 to put
Jarvis and his co-thinker Barry Acker
off the list.of Labour candidates for the
next district elections, because of their
support for racism. The vote confirmed
a recommendation from the District
Labour Party EC,

ing an agreement to take the §
" matter no further.

From them on, Tony was re-

"peatedly in trouble. Police charg-

ed him with possession of .drugs
and being. carried in a car he

knew to be.stolen; the case was -
dismissed.- At . a disturbance -

at the Tottenham Royal, he was
the only -one of 300 youths
present who was arrested.” He
was fined €75 for threatening
behaviour. Later- he- was fined
£75 on charges of steling chewing
gum and acomic. : . )

An incident outside Tottenham
magistrates’ court during one of
these cases led to a second inter-
nal inquiry. As Tony came out of
the court building, he found a
policeman pointing a cine camera

- at him,

Mrs Kiffen told Tony to run,
and she went up to the policeman,
who hid the camera in his jacket. .

‘The inquiry found that “‘this off-

icer was waiting for a colieague
(who was attending court) so that
they could leave together to.make
an instructional film of a road
speed meter device. To. fill in the
time, the officer was testing
various - camera - angles...”
‘Finding one excuse not enough,

‘the report continues; “‘There was

no-filmin the camera, and this has
been verified by a court official..”
The court official has not been
identified, -nor has anyone. .said

The ‘incident that finally put
Tony .behind bars was in May

- this year, outside the Noreik’

Club in Seven Sisters Road.
While Tony was watching from
the other side of the road, a
middle - aged man was thrown
through a window by some youths
whom he had ‘told off’ for noisy
behaviour.

The police seized Tony and
manhandied him, causing consid-
erable pain to an injured hand.
Tony naturally resisted: at the
trial the magistrate directed the
jury that this could be considered
as assaulting the potice.

“Mrs. Kiffen, together with
other black women concerned
about police harassment of their
sons, has formed the ‘United
Black Women’s Action- Group’
which is campaigning for a full
inquiry into” the case. The ‘is-
lington 18’, arrested in the same
district, escaped conviction on
the heaviest charges against them
because of the major defence
campaign launched for them:
the same effort must be made to
defenaTony Anderson!

Anthony Rodney is one of the ‘Isling-

ton 18°, arrested in a racist police |

round-up in January. Tomy Anderson,
another black youth from the -same
area, is: mow facing similar police
barassment.

~-could bring the resolution to the notice of conference deleg- ‘

_ is believed to have excluded at least 150.

y/theré ‘was. no film in_ the
~-cameraif it was about to be used.. -

Market. -

“ ments Committee is to keep the hatches screwed down in

slaughtered
to suit the
Government

AMONG the advertisements.in the ' = o
back of this year’s National Execut- tdl[O!’ ial
ive Committee report to Labour .
Party conference is a full page taken
by the National Union of Public :
Employees. .

The page is given over to printing
a resolution submitted by NUPE for
the conference, supporting the Trib-
unite ”alternative economic strat-
egy”. It was the only way NUPE

ates, for it has been ruled out of order by the Conference
Arrangements Committee. '

Another victim of the way democracy has been slaughter-
ed in preparation for this year’s Conference is the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineering Workers; Engineering
Section. The Conference Arrangements Committee refuses
to give details of all the resolutions. it has chopped, but it

Of the resolutions which got through, 79 call for MPs
to be subject to regular re-selection by their constituency
parties. 66 CLPs and the National Organisation of Labour
Students have submitted an identical amendment to the
Constitution, to make re-selection obligatory. ]

The last time any one resolution received so much
support was at the height of the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament in the early 1960s. Despite this, Walter
Brown, the deputy. national agent, told a meeting of the
CLPs concerned last weekend that they would only get 11th
priority for discussion time at Conference. This means that
the issue is unlikely to be discussed. | ’ ‘

Every effort has been made to ensure a quiet conference
when a general election may be no more than six months
away.

The left-wing majority on the NEC is, as everyone
knows, in disagreement with the Government. on many
issues. But they have refused to challenge the Government
even on the utterly diversionary issue of the Common

As if one referendum on the EEC wasn’t enough, four |
CLPs have tabled resolutions asking for another one.
ASTMS calls on Conference to oppose direct elections to
the EEC Assembly. But the NEC'’s statement to Conference
spends 12 pages moaning about the EEC while always skil-
fully avoiding any practical conclusion which migrnt em-
barrass the Government. ; :

The NEC has not come to undérstand that the whole
anti-EEC campaign is utterly reactionary, inspired by back-
ward-looking nationalist ideas that the way out of capit-
alism’s crisis is to have Britain for the British. No: they just
want to avoid any trouble. _ ,

Democracy is being defied not only by suppressing
debate but by flagrant defiance of accountability to Con-
ference. Last year’s conference voted for a Party anti-
racialist campaign, with the resolution including a call for
the repeal of the 1968 and 1971 Immigration Acts. The
couple of leaflets and pamphlets which finally appeared
supported immigration controls. And there was very little
more to the campaign than a couple of leaflets.

Hypocritically the NEC declares that ‘‘Many trade unions
— and even Labour Party conferences — had passed res-
olutions against racialism, accompanied with much rhet-
oric about the Brotherhood of Man and the Common
struggle of all Workers. This has begun to change.. The
campaign has intensified the battle against racism.. But
there is still a danger that the momentum achieved could be
lost. Not just words, but positive action is néeded...”’

If only there had even been the right words, let alone the
positive action! A few serious words about the brotherhood
of man would be better than leaflets explicitly supporting
laws to prevent people from other countries (especially
those with dark skin) from coming into Britain. - Cis

The purpose of the NEC and the: Conference *Arrange-

case there is an election next spring. .

it is a doubtful enterprise even from a narrow election-
winning point of view. Bureaucratic dictatorship makes for
quiet conferences but not for energetic canvassing. But in
any case what is the use of winning elections if Labour
Party members lose the right to debate Party policy
properly and to push Party organisations into active cam-

paigning? » l
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Our work-in
has won wide
support, because
staff made it
clear that they
 are defending
¢ the National Health
i Service, defending
. the social wage ’
- of every person

“{ On August 31st, five hundred
' demonstrators marched in
-support of the Hounslow
. Hospital 'work-in'. The den)

. support — women’s groups,
- ex-patients and local people
.-mafched together with the
"hospital’s workers and many
other trade unionists. The
_public service unions NUPE
and NALGO, who are giving
the  work-in official support,
were there in force. AUEW
~members, including the Ford
Langley Shop Stewards Com-
mittee, and West London

onstration attracted a lot of .

Trades Councils, were there
too. The march was led by a
group of nurses and headed by

‘a Musicians Union jazz band.

Hounslow hospital workers

. have been in collision with the

Area Health Authority (AHA)
for the last six months. Over
that period the Authority have
tried very hard to implement
the planned run-down of the
Hospital. They have used all

-sorts of dirty tricks and pei.y

sabotage, such as not allowing
out-going phone calls to GPs
and cutting off the phones al-
together.

Around 80 nursing and an-
cillary staff have disobeyed
orders to report to the West

* Middlesex Hospital for work.

Instead of cooperating with
the run-down, hospital staff
have decided to work on
normally. So far, wages are
still being paid and medical
supplies and food are still
coming in. But a spokesperson
for the Defence Committee
told us that these could be cut
off at any time.

Already the AHA is on the
defensive. A week ago it

suddenly moved its meeting
from the local Civic Centre to
Ealing Town Hall. It gave out
that the Civic Centre had been
double-booked, but the Def-
ence Committee, which had
organised a big lobby, are con-
vinced that was just an
excuse to avoid the lobby. If

‘that is so, the move didn’t

succeed: a coach was quickly
found, and the lobby went
to Ealing.

The AHA meeting in fact

‘voted to pump an extra half

a million pounds into the
Hounslow District budget. It
could save the hospital for a
time, but as yet noudlecision to
do that has been made.

Hounslow is just one of
three hospitals in the area
prescribed the ’kiss of death’.
The AHA want to close it and
use it as storage stace!
Brentford is already closed
(the defence committee there
decided against  militant
action) but the third threaten-
ed hospital, South Middlesex,
has decjded to follow the lead
of Ho®nslow and put up a
fight for survival.

.coming Iin from a - wide

variety and large number
of organisations. Those who
stand firmly committed to
picket-line dutles grow daily.
Our work-in has won wide
support... ‘

We refuse to accept. the
AHA plea that Government
policy makes It necessary to
put cash before patient care.
We reject the Government’s

‘SUppoit and money are

" entire programme ot cut-backs

- down ‘of the NHS. If we be-

P from the general  practition-

_healith service,

In public expenditure, whether
it be in health, education,
transport or bullding.

We reject private medicine
and believe that every NHS
hospital that closes opens the
door wider to paying hospitals.
We want to see the NHS re-
structured, so that it is run by
and in the interests of the
workln? people of this country
and Is free to all at the time of
need. .

We call for a massive inject-
ion of funds into the NHS.

We want the NHS run on
more democratic lines, so that
the volice of .the public, the
heaith workers and the pat-

lents are all reckoned with.

We belisve that hospital
closures are a false economy
and ill-conceived.

The working people of this
country are paying for an
economic crisis which is not of
thelr making. The right to a
decent living, to decent shelter
and to good health are rapidly
becoming available only to
those who can afford the price.

Meanwhlle drug companies
make millions out of the NHS;
building workers are  un-
employed; brick mountains
grow higher while countiess
numbers are homeless; work-
ers of every trade are kept idle
against their will; thelr
demand for the right to work

ALIN

HGHTIN
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goes unheard, while factories
remain shut.

When nurses take to the
streets, when hospital workers
break through artificial bar-
rlers and unite to defend their
Insisting on
providing patient care to the
needy, then it is clear that they
are calling a halt to the run-

‘H we become isolated from
our ailies, from our patients,

ers, from consultants, from
other workers, our work-in will
fail. Our goal has never been
to hold an empty buliding.

To succeed we need the help
— the active help —
of all who want )
to defend the NHS.

From the -3
statement of the
Hounslow Hospital

Defence Committee. ”

- Kiss of death gets brusih-¢

Report and
Artwork
by MINDA

Hounslow is a two-ward
hospital for men and women,

with a total of 66 beds. Many

of its patients are elderly
people who have no-one at
home who could care for them.
Some are post-op patients
recovering from serious oper-
ations, and without cottage
hospitals like Hounslow they’d
probably be sent home too
early. With little or not attent-
ion, many would die.

45 of the beds are occupied
at present,, and there would
be a lot more if they had the
consultants to deal with them.
They only have one consultant
— on half time. One of the
Defence Committee told-us ‘‘If
we had more consultants we
would have more patients
here — if it meant getting
them through the  window,
we’d get the petients in.”’

A warning about the effects
of the hospital closures has
come from one of the top

N

. NEAREST HQ
EST MIDDLESEX HOS
SLEWORTH 560 2121 .

ASHEQRD HOSPITAL STAIN

consultants in the area. He
said in a letter to the Comm-
unity Health Council ‘‘The sit-
uation is so serious, my pre-
diction is that the hospital

.services for the elderly may

break down this winter and
we will be forced to refuse ad-
missions of the elderly pat-
ients needing hospital care.”’
The - London . Ambulance
workers know the effects of

.the "economies of scale” that

are closing so many smaller
hospitals. They said in a state-
ment in July that “‘If you in an
emergency ambulance in
London, there is a one in six
chance that the nearest hos-

pital will be closed and that.
London Ambulance Control
Officers will be arguing with’

the hospital that they should
accept you against the risk of a
longer journey.”’

They revealed that ‘‘a
survey in January ’77 showed
15% of the main accident and
emergency = departments in

London were closed, either

partially or to all patients.”

" They went on ‘‘But it is not
only the closure of accident
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> THIC How Bury beat the (ul

'BURY’S TORY COUNCIL sat down a couple of weeks ago and reversed the

main cuts that just a year ago they had insisted were essential. What
changed their visws on the £230,000 cut in the Social Services budget was a
Nalgo non-cooperatien dispute, a sit-in lasting seven weeks at one of the
threatened institutions, constant TV and press attention, several large
demonstrations through the town, and hostile observers at every commit-

tee and council meeting.

With a council majority of 38, the
Tories no doubt hoped to ride out
any short-lived storm. But drip by
drip their resolve has been worn
down.

The victory belongs mainly to the
Action Group formed when the cuts
were announced. 1t was made up of
workers in the 7 threatened institut-
ions, of people from local charities,
of trade unionists and Labour Party
activists. And it also included the
people who used the services and
depended on them: parents of child-
ren at the threatened Day Nursery,
parents of handicapped children,
the disabled who were to lose their
bus passes.

Right from the start, the Group
were agreed to fight for ail the inst-
itutions and services that were

threatened, and not to allow the -

campaign to be split or bought off
by partial concessions.

Before the Action Group got on
its feet, the Council .managed to
close an Oid People’'s Homeé and a

Day Centre for the elderly and-

handicapped. But from that point
on, the council has been unable to
implement the rest of its plans.
Nalgo's ban on its members coop-
erating with the cuts has meant that
the other 5 institutions were kept
running and no-one was moved out,
despite management threats of dis-
ciplinary action, and threats from

By SUE

ARNALL

[Bury Labour Party
and Action Group]

the council to cut off food supplies.

The Nalgo members remained
tirm, too, when the council tried to
make a deal, to trade off the child-
ren’s home in exchange for closing
the day centre for the elderly.

While the union held the line, the
Action Group went to work to in-
form the labout movement and the
people of Bury about the real,
human cost of the cuts. The people
to suffer would be the elderly
waiting for hostel places that didn't
exist any longer, the children
moved to Homes outside the town,
the disabled forced to stay at home

"~ or cut down on some essential to

meet the cost of a bus fare.
A turning point came when the

Group showed it wasn’t afraid to

take direct action. When last Sept-
ember Hill Crest, the half-way
housé for the mentally ill, seemed
sure to close we decided to occupy it
until the council backed down.

All the Action Group helped with
the sit-in, with some 50 regulars
doing the bulk of the work. The

Group was newly formed at the time

and its members came from very .

different backgrounds. But far from
any "moderates” in it being alienat-
ed, the Group emerged after a
gruelling seven weeks of struggle
far stronger, and convinced they
could force a victory on all the other
institutions.

At the Sefton Street Day Centre,
the elderly and handicapped users
now announced that they would
follow suit to save their service.

The Action Group after that
would focus attention on one issue
at a time, gathering round itself
growing groups of interested or
affected people to take action on
each place. It helped, for instance,
to set up the Friends of Dora Butler
to campaign for the retention of the
Dora Butler Children’s Home. In
each case, more people were drawn
into the campaign. And as the coun-
cil conceded each issue, the Group
was able to move its forces on.

Once-Hill Crest had been saved,
the next campaign was for bus pass-
es for the handicapped: Here the
Group approached the bus crews,
trade unions, the disabled themsel-

ves, and the general public. Within~

a week of the old passes expiring,
the Council was shamed into grant-
ing the passes again.

Now at last the Council has con-

ceded that the Day Centre and the

Children’s Home are also indispen-
sable. The sure sign of our sweep-

ing victory is that the Tories are-

now trying to make a virtue of it for
themselves, .dressing up for next
May’s efections at ’the Council that
cares’...

ergency departments

causing concern, but

sing of whole hospitals
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IN Socialist Challenge of 6th
September, Tariq Ali discuss-

es the International Marxist -

Group'’s attitude to the Labour
Government and to the current

- -Crigigindhe Torles” ranks: -~
_* Singe 1973 'the IMG has

FOR THE
BEST —
IF ONLY...

maintained that the British
bourgeoisie neaeds a Tory gov-
ernment, as the pressure of
the Left in the Labour Party
and trade unions weighs too
heavily on Labour govern-
ments. . They . explain the
current Labour government as
the creation of a small crypto-
Tory right wing "clique” at the
head of the Labour Party.

In 1975 and 1976 the IMG
put forward slogans like ‘‘Sack
the Wilson-Healey clique’’,
and now aims to build a "class
struggle left wing” uniting all
those who oppose that
“clique”. .

The IMG’s approach is mis-
taken in analysis and opport-
unist in political conclusions.

Ali’s article starts by asking
‘s the British ruling ‘class
really losing its marbles?’’,
and more specifically whether
the ‘‘favoured ruling party of
British capital’’ (the Tories)
have lost theirs. The occasion
was Keith Joseph’s attack on
the Scarman Court of Inquiry
on the*Grunwick dispute; and
it lead Comrade Ali to note
‘‘the declining political quality
of this old bourgeois party. For
by no stretch of the imaginat-
ion could it be argued that
Joseph’s remarks were in the
immediate ‘interests of the
ruling class."’

This begs a number of

_questions. Firstly, is the Tory

move to the right something
radically new? No. The articie
reads as if Heath had always
believed in - "consensus
politics”. But the Seldson
Group which is now proposing
Grunwick boss George Ward
for "industrial relations ad-
visor” to the Tory Party takes
its name from a Tory meeting
at Selsdon organised under
Heath's leadership.

Until the major defsai by
the miners i 1972, the Heath
government had pursued a
"confrontationist’ policy
which had been pianned be-
fore they came to power in
1970. .

In any- case, it is wrong to
assume that the bourgeoisie

always has a single infiexible-

policy, and still more wrong to
see it as directly reflected in
the agitational speeches of the
Tory Party.

At present the alternative of
'confrontation’ or 'consen-
sus’ depends on economic
prospects and on whether the
Labour Government can
succeed in holding back the
working class via the 712
month” and "10%" rules.
Prior’s policy of rapproche-
ment with the trade union bur-
eaucracy presupposes a fairly
docile working class and some
degree of economic revival. If,
however, there is a wages ex-
plosion or a further lurch into
economic recession, a more
"confrontationist’ Josephite
policy might become a serious
option.

The conclusions of Comrade '

Tariq Ali's articie form the
opportunist sting in the tail

" of the incorrect analysis. They
~ consist of advice to the trade

union leaders (described in the
article as ‘‘short sighted’’) on
how to maintain the Labour
government. .

Its essencs s captured in

ths foilowing sentences: ‘‘Jack
Jones and Scanlon used to say
in the early days of this gov-
ernment that unless wWgrkers
accepted  wags  restraint
Labour _weiyid “not stay in
power rhig was always an in-
~orrect argument. 7oday the

e g

reverse is true. it is only by
fighting Labour’s policies that
the trade unions could poss-
ibly keep Labour in power.’’

Revolutionaries say some-
thing different: the independ-
ent struggdle of the working
class, against wage restraint,
must be supported and devel-
_oped whether the government
is Labour or Tory and whether
the electoral effects are good
or bad for Labour. That does
not meant we want a Tory
government; but a Tory return
to power would be a very much
. "lesser evil” than the stifling
of working class militant
struggle.

Reformists say the precise
opposite: they are not against
workers’ struggles, but those
struggles must be limited and
restrained according to .the
electoral needs of the Labour
Party.

The IMG tries to find a
middle position. Everything
can be for the best, they say;
the needs of yorking class
struggle against capitalism
and Labour’s electoral needs
coincide exactly! The riddle is
solved: the best way to
support the Labour Govern-

- ment is to oppose it. If only

Jack Jones and Hugh Scanion
were not too "short sighted” to
see theé answer!

In fact Jones and Scanion
are more clear sighted on this

Elderly
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@ BURY HOSPITALS' GE;
ARE FULL TO OVERFLOWING.

@ 20,000 WILL DIE OF.COLD THIS
WINTER.

@ HOW MANY OF THESE WILL DIE
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point than the IMG. More
strikes, or more successful
strikes, do not automatically
mean more votes for Labour —
least of all when those strikes
come up against a Labour
Government. -

The IMG’s approach couid
be right only if their picture of
the Labour Party were right.
They recognise that ‘‘the
Labour Government is today
acting in the interests of the
British ruling class’’ — but if
that is due solely to a small
right wing "clique” at the top,
then the pressure from a
"clags struggle left: wing”
could make the Government
change its class nature from
one week to the next. Under
pressure from the Left, the
Labour Government will be-
come a workers’ Government
and rally working class votes
to keep it in power.

In line with this exercise in_

the politics of "wouldn’t it be
nice if...", the recent draft
European Perspectives doc-
ument of the USFI (to which

- the IMG is affiliated) advocat-

ed using the demand for the
‘‘replacemsiii of more ‘right
wing’ political leaders by
more 'left’ worker leaders
(e.g. replace Wilson by a
"left’ Labour leader in Brit-
ain...)”'. Our emphasis: note
the nuance!

All this argument serves no
purpose " except to "spread
illugions in the leaders of the
official Labour left, pretending
that they are somehow fun-
damentally different from the
current Labour leadership.
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BY CRUSHING THE POSSIBILITIES of organised working class

rula;nﬁa, fascism lald the foundations of its sconomic polics: 1t T
- was ‘an sconomic policy which especially favoured the bigger

capitalists. - .

The medium and small
capitalists aiso benefited from
the destruction of the workers’
organisations. In Germany,
the political "alliance of big,
medium and -small capital
under. fascist leadership was
sealed Iin 1933; in Italy,
Mussolini had to operate a
policy of compromise from
1922 to 1925.

State intervention figured
largely in . fascist ‘economic
policy. The . state launched
huge public works and armam-
ents projects on which the big
capitalists grew fat. But it was
not a policy of ‘nationalisat-
ions, still less of socialism. In-
deed, .de-nationalisation - was
more the rule. ' ‘

Shortly after seizing power,
Mussolini declared that ‘‘We
must take from the state those
functions for which it I8 in-
competent and which it per-
forms badly.’’ He added: ‘‘|
believe the state should ren-
ounce jts economic functions,
especially those carried out
through  monopolies, because
the state is ‘incompetent 'in
such matters.’’

And later: “‘We must put an

- end to state railways, state

postal - services and state
insurance.’’ .

SEALED

Much in these early speech-
es is camouflage. Mussolini,
in an attempt to win the con-
fidence of medium capital

~ which was in alllance with the

southern landowners, was at
pains to play down the role of
the state until he could be sure
the political alliance of these
groups with the big bour-
geoisie had been sealed.

But he did destroy the state '

monopoly in Insurance in
1923, turning the business
over to private capitalism. In

- 1925 the state gave up operat-

ing the telephone system. The
match monopoly was turned

over to .a "Consortium of’

Match Manufacturers”.
German fascism on the eve
of its power announced that
“‘there will be an end to all
attempts of recent years at
nationalisation. State enter-
prises will again be transform-

Jhn Heartfield’s “Hurrah, the butt

+

In the second of three

- articles examining the

reality behind the
myth of fascism’s

"socialistic” economic

policies, Paul Adams
shows how Mussolini
.and Hitler in power
" used the state to help
the big profiteers.

- ed Into private enterprises.’’ .

On this, the Nazis were as

good as their word. As early as.
December 1933 Schmitt, the .

Minister of the Economy,
announced that ‘‘the Reich
proposes to give up the im-
portant share it has had for
two years in the capital of

. certain great credit estabiish-

ments."'’
By 1937 the process of the

re-privatisation of the . most -

important credit institutions
was completed. The state had
given up shares of between
33% angd 90% in the Dresdner
Bank, nat Bank, Commerz
und Privatbank, and the
Deutsche Bank und Disconto
Geselischaft.-

A similar policy applied to
shipbullding; previously mun-
icipalised industries like
electric power generation and
distribution were  privatised;
certain public shipping lines
were given over to the private
sector. .

In each case the "public”
treasury was milked to boost
the profits of big private
capital and aid the concentrat-
jon into its hands of industry,
tinance and distribution.

Besides re-privatisation,
two other processes helped
heap riches on the big capital-

Ists: "Aryanisation” and "Ger- .

manisation”.

The first meant that busi-
nesses owned by Jews were
handed over to private indust-
rialists. The second meant the

division among German capit- -
alists of the spoils of military .

conquest.
In his book on the- Krupp

company, William Manchester

favoured heavy industry as against consumer goods.
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er is finished”, an allusion to Goering’s declaration:
*Iron always makes a country stgong, butter and lard only makes neople fat’. Fascism

Fascism
teams

up with

‘describes a scene that took

place in May 1940 in Ddissel-
dorf while the German army
was marching into Holland: a
small group of Ruhr industrial-
ists was excitedly-poring over
a map of Holland while lidten-
ing to the radio reports of the

army’s progress. Every now .

and again ' they ‘held a dis-
cussion and shared out the
latest prize and then. tele-
phoned the appropriate “min-

" Istry to stake their claim. .
In the summer of 1938, after

the "Anschluss” of Austria
which incorporated it into the
German Reich, the Berndorfer

Metallwarenfabrik of Vienna:

was handed over to the Krupp
company in Germany for eight
and a half million marks; the
firm’s assets according to
Krupp’'s balance sheets were
worth twenty seven million
marks.

usTS

According to Manchester,
‘‘Even before the thrust into
Poland the Fihrer had invited
German tycoons to submit lists
of properties lost in 1918, and
Gustav Krupp had asked for
restitution of his Lorraine
holdings. The Weimar Repub-
lic had aiready compensated
him for them...”” But ‘‘With
the crushing of all Allied res-
istance condlitions were comp-
letely aitered. One needn’t
have a legal claim to enemy
property. It was necessary
only to get there first and
persuade the army’s military
government officers .to inter-
cede. This was, of course, out-
right brigandage.’’

The best known of the
fascist economic measures are
the. great public = works
schemes. These were not an
attack on private enterprise,
but once again ways of putting
the public purse at the service
of private enterprise.

The public works schemes
were of two types. Those that
appeared to be concerned with
welfare (though in most cases
they were to do with war prep-
aration of one sort or another);
and those consisting directly
of orders for arms. The
German government’s initial
public works budget was
5.4 billlon marks, its arms
budget 21 billion.

in Italy the ascendancy of
armaments over non-military
public works was not estab-
lished until about 1934. Bet-
ween October 1922 and June
1934 Italian fascism had spent
43 billion tire on public works
(exclusing railways, - which
accounted for a further 28
billion). According to popular
legend Mussolini got the
trains to run on time; but
whether that is true or not, by
April 1935 the railways were
900 mitiion lire in the red. But
new lines were still being
built.)

Big port improvements weéii:

+ -

ahead in Genoa,. Trieste and
Venice, although the slump In” o
world trade meant that these =~

ports were aimost deserted.
Millions were consumed In

- bullding motor highways,
though motor traffic was still
very light. "Embeilishments to
the Eternal City” cost a further
halif billion lire.

Who gained from all these
pubtic works?

The cement monopolies
made a fortune. Big contract-
ors made millions. While the
workers through their taxes
bore the bost of the rail
system, the heavy industrial-
ists made a mint out of supply-
ing track and rolling stock.

The use of forced labour in
much of this work, . often
labour dragooned  from
among the destitute peasant-
Ty, helped to sweli-the coffers
of industry.

The Nazis’ first 'wbrk
battle” was announced: on

May 1st 1933, the day the .
labour movement was silenced’

at a stroke. The second "work

battie” was announced In -

March 1934. Each of these was
an announcement that more

millions of marks were to be. k

showered upon the princes of
industry. The Reich undertook-
to build, according to Daniel
Guerin, ‘‘a 7,000 kliometre
network of motor highways at
the stronomic cost of a half
million marks a kilometre. By
December 1937, -2,000 kilo-
metres had been completed
and Hitler announced 'Every

year we will complete another-

thousand kilometres'."’

A billion marks was spent
on railways aithough their
deficit in 1935 was half a
billion marks. As in italy, civic
"Improvements”, house
building schemes and canal
building, dragged. the state
into massive debt. Here also,
forced labour was used, and
slave labour from the concen-
tration camps. L

The state spent even vaster
sumson armaments. .. - -

From 1934 onwards the
governments ~ of .~ Mussolini
began to cut down on non-
military public works ‘‘for
reasons of economy’’, and bet-
ween July 1934 and March
1938 the government spent. 36
biition lire on "extraordinary
military expenses”. The Fin-
ance Minister, Thaon di Revel,
predicted that another 12
bitlion would be needed in the

. next financial year.

As soon as Hitler’s party
was in power in Germany, it
plunged biilions into re-
armament. (Although German
re-armament was banned, the
technical basis of the arms in-
dustry was actively being
prepared as early as 1920.) in
an unpublished memoir,
Ernest Haux (for years the
chief accountant of Krupps)
sums up the period with a
simple phrase. With the
advent of the Nazis, he says, a
flood of credits came from
Berlin and he was able to
"gcrew the top on his bottle of
red ink”.

PLUNDER

William Manchester records
that in 1935 Bertha Krupp
made a profit after tax, gifts

and reserves of 57 million

marks; ‘‘three years later it
was 97 million, and two years
after that, 111 million.”’

These enormous profits
were further boosted by direct
state subsidies to big indust-
rialists, to finance'big schemes

where risk was involved and -

to enable them to take ad-
vantage of techrotogical dev-
elopments and accelerate the
concentration of capital.

But the big business para-
dise had to be financed. A
whole battery of - subsidiary
measures had to be introduced
to prevent this.plunder of the
exchequer from throwing the
economy into caimplete chaos.
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A MASS MEETING of .the 450
workers at Cannon and Stokes,
Leicester, voted unanimously to
continue their. 3-week old strike
for £10 increase on their basic
wage, with more for shift work, to
bring their rates up to the average
in the city.

At present skilled men at the
factory, which produces parts
for the aircraft industry, earn £50
for a 40 hour week, with semi-
skilled workers on a lot less. Their
last increase was 5% in March
under Phase 2, which worked out
at between £2 and £2.50. This
means that the present claim is
in breach of the 12 month rule.

But, as one of the stewards put
it, “‘We would obviously have
preferred it if the TUC had come
out against the 12 month rule.
But their decision in no way alt-
ers our decision to stay out until

‘we get what we want'’.

A previous mass meeting pass-
ed a vote of no confidence in Hugh
Scanlon for casting the AUEW's
vote in favour of the 12 month
fule.

One way round the rule would
be to accept a productivity deal.
£7.50 has been offered, of which
£5 is for re-arranging tea-breaks,

. from  the

Dockers

giveinto
|Phase 2

SOUTHAMPTON dockers’ de-
cision, last week, to accept a
phase 2 increase of 5%, put the
skids under the National Port
Shop Stewards’ Committee call
for a natlonal docks strike for
20% Increase or a £100 wage.
Liverpool dockers followed, last
Sunday, 17th, also accepting a
Phase 2 deal.

All the major ports have now
settled under Phase 2. But a
new round of annual negotiat-
-lons will be starting early
next year, with London the first
of the major ports involved. Liv-
erpool’s and Southampton’s
annual claims will come up in
the summer, the present agree-
ments being backdated. - )

if the National. Ports Shop
,Stewards Committee can do the
necessary organising work be-
tween now and then, a national
fight by dockers for better wag-
es and conditions may be put
on the agenda again. And more
Is at stake than just a few
pounds one way.or the other in
the wage packet. The recently-
announ implementation of
abolition of the ‘temporary un-
attached. register’’, stemming
1 Jones-Aldington
agreement of 1972, caps a
steady process of run-down of
dockers’ jobs, with port employ-
ers merging and trade moving
out of the traditionally militant
areas of London and Liverpool.

Only if the recently-revived
NPSSC can really become an
effective’ fighting body at

national level can this run-down.

be halted.
" STEPHEN CORBISHLEY

" 'women and

_, "Cannon and Sto’kes, Leicester
Onstrike
- against the

12 month rule

and £2.50 is changes in bonus.
The strikers have rejected this as
not enough, and say they won't
sell any conditions, though ther
don’t mind if management call
a satisfactory offer a productivity
deal to put them straight with the
Government.

Morale is high. All the manual
workers are out, though staff are
going in. The AUE District

ommittee, after being lobbied by
the strikers, is now recommend-
ing the dispute be made official.

A 24 hour picket is in operation,
and nothing is going in or out.
Drivers, especially from Rolls
Royce, who are the main users of
Cannon and Stokes products,
have turned back willingly. Lay-
offs are likely sooner or later at
Rolls Royce, since RR have no
other source for the parts they get
from Cannon and Stokes. But the
strikers Insist they will not go back
until they have won the £10! .

Il
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Small ads are free for labour move-
ment events. Paid ads (including ads
for publications) 8p per word, £5
per column inch — payment in ad-

. vance. Sead copy to Evests, 49 Camac

St, London SE27, to arrive by Frday
for inclusion in the following week’s
‘paper. . )

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 1-2 OCTOBER.
Socialist Teachers’ Alliance annual
conference. From 10.30am each day at
-NUFTO Hall, Jockeys Fields, London
WCL1. Registration 50p. )

MONDAY 3} OCTOBER. Campaign ag-
ainst Youth Unemployment lobby of
Labour Party conference. Coach leaves
Victoria BR station 9am.

MONDAY 3 OCTOBER. United
Troops Out Movement meeting at
Labour Party conference. Speakers
will indude Phil Flynn (Dublin trade
union leader), Ken Livingstone (pro-
spective parliamentary candidate for
"Hampstead), Mervyn Metcalf (Cov-
entry Trades Council), and a' Labour
MP. (.30pm at the Norfolk Continental
Hotel, Kings Rd, Brighton.

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER. Cardiff Wor-
kers’ Action -meeting, with a guest
speaker from the International-Comm-
unist League on their recently publish-
ed Manifesto. 7.30pm at the Rhymney
Hotel, Adam St, Cardiff.

THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER. Abortion
rights lobby of Labour conference, 12
noon at Conference Centre, Kings Rd.
Coaches from London leave Hudson
Place, Victoria, at 10am (price £1.50).

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER. Nottingham
Divisional Young Teachers Day School
on Equal Opportunities for Women,
11am to 5pm at the Teachers’ Centre,
Cranmer Street.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY 21-23 OCTOBER.
"Critique” conference on "The 60th
anniversary of the Russian Reyolution
and the World Crisis". Registration
£2.50: contact Critique, 9 Poland St,
-London W1.

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER. Work-
ing Women’s Charter day school on
the trade unions, at
Friends Meeting House, Church St,
Reading. Details from Anita Turnbull,
Flat 2, 3 Coleridge Road, London N8.

THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL
ON BRITAIN‘S CRIMES AGAINST
THE IRISH PEOPLE is being organis-
ed for Spring 1978. A "jury” of labour
movement delegates, together with in-
ternationally-known figures, will hear
evidence on the activity of the Army,
the police, and the courts in Northern
ireland. Further details and sponsor-
ship formg, from 182 Upper Street,
London N1.

Local authority
manual workers’
pay claim

THE TRANSPORT and General
Workers’ Union has Joined
NUPE In calling for a £50 mini-
mum wage for public service
workers. The other main union
involved, the General and Munl-
cipal, wants £55.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of T&G branch offic-
ers and leading shop stewards
held at Transport House on Sep-

affects workers in the health
service, the water Industry,
and, above all, one miilion local
authority manual workers.

Apart from the £50 minimum,
the nine points of the claim are:

B a substantial wage in-
crease, M consolidation of
supplements into the basic rate,

B 35 hour week,

B average earnings when
sick, ) o

8 penalty payments on be-
half of workers not on bonus,

B 4 weeks’ holiday after one
years’s service, and one extra
day for each additional year;

8 increase in sick leave from
6 to 12 months, ]

B increased shift pay; .

B inflation protection.

It will be distussed with the

mitted to the employers. But
their claims are. similar and it
is-unlikely to be changed much.
- There are several problems
about this claim. Even using off-
icial figures, a £50. minimum
would barely restore the real
earnings of the lowest paid
workers to the level of three
years ago. Although the
complexity of the various bonus
schemes makes it- impossible
to calculate accurately, most
workers would probably be
worse off in real terms than in
1974-5, especially when higher
income tax is taken into acc-
ount. The GMWU'’s claim for

tember 15th. Thelr decision -

other unions before being sub- .

We’ll get nothing
‘without a fight

£55 should cover this, and ought
to be adopted in the final claim.

Too often the demand for
shorter hours and longer hali-
has been used as a bar-
gaining counter to be conceded
in negotiations. It must be
fought for as one of the central
parts of the claim. But if a reas-
onable basic is not won, shorter
hours could simply mean more
money through overtime, not
less work and more jobs.

The demand for inflation pro-
tection is very vague. What we
need Is at {east £1 for every 1%
increase in the cost of living,
starting straight away (not after
a 5% or 10% threshold). And
these rises must be continuous-

ly consolidated into the basic

rates.

While several points are un-
clear or inadequate, one is
downright reactionary. The de-
mand for penalty payments for
those not on bonus schemes
is an  attempt to force em-
ployers to sign productivity
deals. Over the last 10 years

- most focal authorities have been

ableto use the miserably low
wages as the basis for pushing
through schemes which usually
mean harder work and fewer
jobs. Yet with 1.6 million un-
employed, these schemes are
to be pushed onto those work-
ers who have so far resisted

_them.
Despite these faults, the -
council workers’ claim couid

be one of the first big chall-
enges to the government’s
attempt at a 10% pay limit. it
is due for settiement in Novem-
ber, and as ‘The Times’ comm-
ented; ‘‘Public sector workers

. are subject to the influences

of government cash limits and
their claim will be a direct chali-
enge to Mr Healey’'s counter-

‘from

inflationary policy’’ (17th Sep-
tember). Put another way -—
it will take a hard fight to win,
and we will need all the supp-
ort we can get.

Special case -arguments
won’'t impress the ~govern-
ment, and won’t get solidarity
other workers eithef.
Unfortunately the T&GWU
national officials don’t accept
that. Mike Martin (national
secretary of the public services -

strade. group) said after last

week’s conference: ‘‘We feel. it
would be wrong for [ the gov-
ernment] to seek a uniform 10% -
wages policy, throughout the:
public sector, irrespective of
the group of workers involved’’.
This is no way to win. .
Preparations should be mad
now for a serious national
strike when the claim is refused
(as it certainly will be). What-
ever happens, militants in the
public sector unions must fight
to ensure that no deals are done
over our heads by the national

officials.
SIMON TEMPLE
[T&GWU, Lambeth Council]

Two dates for
- women in the

THE SOUTH-EAST London Med-
ical Branch of ASTMS is organis-
ing a rally on ‘Women and the

Unions’, to be held on Saturday

22nd October. A letter sent out
by ASTMS outlines the ob-
jectives: “‘If women are to fight
against growing unemployment,
the blight of low pay, and achieve
fult and equal rights both at the
place of work and in society in
general, it is necessary that we
organise ourselves, to make sure
that the labour movement does
more than simply give token supp-
ort to these demands’’.

A Dblatant case of discriminat-

ion within ASTMS over women -

holding union positions and the
appallingly low pay of women
within the Health Service led to

the organisation of the rally by
some women in the unign.

There will be discussion on the
problems that women face at
work, the need for nurseries, how

“women organise inside the un-".

ions, low-pay, equal pay, and the
role of the Sex Discrimination
Act and Equal Pay Act. The last

session will be an organising the .
fight for real "equality in the -

unions: how to organise, and
what are the central issues?

_ To make this rally worthwhile,
it has to be linked to ongoing eff-
orts to organise caucuses in the
unions fighting for women's
rights.

The Working Womens Charter
school on Women and the Trade

Workers’ Action, 24th September 1977. Page7 -

unions

Unions, on 26th November, which
covers some of the same ground
as the ASTMS conference, has
been called for precisely that

-purpose. 1t should be a necessary

follow-up to the ASTMS confer-
ence, to work out detailed plans
for organising in the unions.
ASTMS Rally: 1pm to 5.30pm,
Saturday 22nd October, at Unity
House‘:ru
don NWH1. Tickets from ECG De-
partment, Guys Hospital, London
SE1, or phone Janet Maguire,
407 7060 ext. 3162.
Working Womens Charter
school: 26th November, at Friends
Meeting Place, Church St, Read-
ing. Contact Anita Turnbuil,
3 Coleridge Rd,- London N8:
Tel. 348 1760 or 340 8060 x 549.
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UNIONS TURN

|DOWN FORD

PAY OFFER

FORD management’s reply
last Friday to the unions’
pay claim was completely
predictable. It amounted to
peanuts.

The claim contained a
number of points. A 15%
wage rise, a threshold clause
triggered after prices had
risen more than 10% from
October 1977, a.37%2 hour
week, 80% lay-off pay for
both internal and external
stoppages, and a number of
other elements. '

On the unions’ own acc-
ount, the 15% claim ‘‘if im-
plemented in full will pro-
vide a small improvement in
real living standards and halt
the downward trend of
recent years’’ — that’s all.
In this case, standing still

] means staying roughly 25%

ended with a half victory.
the workers demanded the.

. right to take August Bank

Holiday off without loss of
pay. The employers conced-
ed that there should be local
negotiations on holiday

Bakers: a bigger
fight to come

THE BAKERS’ strike' has

down on 1974 real wages. If
met in full, the claim would
still leave a worker in Fords
Britain 15% worse off than
a worker in Ford Germany
doing the same job.

Fords reply, however, was
to offer roughly 8% pay rise
and little else.

On the demand for time
and a third payment for holi-
days plus a ”"13th month’s”
pay each year, to bring work-
ers into line with conditions
in Ford Germany, manage-
ment offered to increase the
holiday bonus from £35 to
£50! - '

On the question of lay-
off pay, management just
offered to increase the lav-

manning levels and gave a
£10 lump sum payment.

Organisation and milit-
ancy built up on the Bank
Holiday issue must now be
applied to the bigger strugg-
le looming over the bakers’
annual pay claim.

“ceded on the 37V

“ strategy for today,

RALLY

to launch the Manifesto of the

INTERNATIONAL-
COMMUNIST LEAGUE

THE FIGHT FOR
WORKERS’

+ Dabstes and .
discussions on

the main issues

of a revoiutionary

with all the
tendencies of the
revolutionary left.

Y Worml"gm:cola;
“Hypland, wodjea’s
“Hbration —~how - -
today’s batties relate
10 socialist perspectives.

» Re-building a
revolutionary Marxist
tradition.

2pm to 6pm

at the Co-cp Hall
Seven Sisters Road
London N.4
SATURDAY
OCTOBER 15th
Tickets 15p

International-Ci

(%

The I-CL Manifesto, "The Fight for Workers' Power”, can be obiained‘
from left bookshops or from t-CL at 35p.

ist League, 98 Gifford Street London N1 0DF

off fund. This would leave in-
tact the present situation
where Ford workers can be
sent home at will whien con-
venient to management,
almost like casual labour.

The bosses have not con-
hour
week, despite the fact that
this figures represents a-
climb-down from the 1976
demand for a 35 hour week.
The urgency and importance
of the demand was under-
lined not only by the present
level of unemployment but
also by Fords announcement
last week of the building of
a new European engine plant
in South Wales which will
replace both foundry and en-
gine plant at Dagenham.

The union side rejected
the offer. The chairman,
Moss Evans, expressed dis-

- appointment and added that

they would fight “with
vigour” for a shorter working
week. Beyond meeting with
convenors before further ne-
gotiations on Wednesday,
however, nothing has been
done about -preparing any
fight.

A fight will certainly be
needed, even for this present
claim. It must be prepared
for, both at a recall national
shop stewards’ conference
and at shop and mass meet-
ings in the plants.

_JOE MACAULAY

I

still biting

OVER 100 air traffic control
assistants picketed the Civil Av-
iation Authority headquarters
Jast Monday, 19th September.
Coaches brought pickets from
Heathrow, Bournemouth, and
West Drayton branches, and
20 CPSA members at the CAA
headquarters came out on strike
in solidarity. ‘

The strike’s impact and supp-
ort for it are growing despite
the press blackout. According
to available reports, British Air-
ways is no longer attempting to
keep to schedule, and no more
than 50 or 60% of flights are
operating — most of them inter-
national flights. The employers’
loss is estimated by the strikers
at £20 million.

The CPSA NEC has officially
approached all the other unions
in the air industry for support.
At unofficial level, post office
engineérs and electricians are
not crossing the Heathrow
picket line. This action could
lead to the immobilisation of the
main computer in the hear
future.

In Birmingham a 24 hour
?ICkﬁt has cut a(f’tffe fgel supgll)]l‘l::

or the airport r Birmin,

T&GWU organiser Alan Law

promised that his members
- would respect the picket line. .

To. help strerigthen the strike
" at the smaller airports, the air

traffic control assistants are
organising mobile pickets to go
to Gatwick, Stansted, Aber-
deen, and elsewhere. ’
Both the union and the strik-
ers, however, continue ‘to in-
sist that the strike is nothing to
do with the 12 month rule. Even
though this view has reason on
its side, (he fact is that the gov-
ernment has made the strike a
test case for the 12 month rule.
Stephen Corbishley

ir strike is

DIERS IN ACTION

Confrontations looming in the c_ar-industry'

LEYLAND: FIGHTING UNITY
OR SELL-OUT UNITY

THE T&GWU's rejection of "cor-
porate bargaining” creates a
stormy situation in Leyland, in
which the difference between
fighting unity and sell-out unity
will be crucial for workers in the
combine.

The T&GWU stewards’ meet-
ing on 15th September voted to
reject Leyland management’s
"corporate bargaining” scheme,
which means taking negotiating
power away from shop floor con-
trol, and putting it in the hands
of bureaucratic national comm-
ittees. The meeting, however,
accepted  ‘evolution’ towards
$ne centralised bargaining sys-
em. :

O

The ‘working party’ responsible
for the Leyland negotiations is
due to meet again very seon.
The employers have several
possible next moves. They
could propose a modified ‘cor-
porate bargaining’ project, suff-
iciently amended to get the con-
sent of the TGWU. Alternatively,
basing themselves on the fact
that all the other unions invalved
(and in particular the AUEW),
-as well as the executive of the

---- Confederation’ of- Shipbuilding

and: - Engineering Unions, have
accepted the management pro-
posals, they -could use that union
“acceptance to put pressure . on
-the. TGWU to budge. Or they
could take the risk of riding a
small storm of local strikes,
hoping to put further pressure
on the unions after having de-
feated those strikers.

At present 9100 workers are
on strike in the Leyland bus and
truck division in Leyland and
Chorley, Lancashire. After de-
manding a ‘‘significant”” wage
increase, the stewards had re-
jected a 7.6% offer and called
a strike as from Monday 19th.

Two other possible strikes are
in the offing. 4000 workers at
Rovers Solihull have given notice
that they will strike from October
17th uniess management climbs
down on plans to impose night
shift working on the 3500 model.
The company says extra product-
ion is needed; the stewards’
committee has replied that .the
output can be achieved just as
well without introducing a night
shift. The stewards’ committee
has instead made its own prop-

“osal for a new shift system:

‘each worker to do six twelve-hour §
shiftsafortni?ht.
The unofficial  toolmakers’
committee led by Roy Fraser
have given notice of a possible
strike from October 28th, for the
same demand as they had in
their strike this spring: that
toolmakers should be able to
negotiate separately, instead of.
being included in the general
negotiations in each plant. ’
_Altnough many militants are
rightly critical of the divisive
implications of the toolmakers’
demand, if they go into action |
the toolmakers must obviously

be supported against the bosses.

On top of this, feeling is once
again rising for a stoppage
at the Longbridge works, -where
a sttike_call by.the works comm-
ittee three weeks .ago was sab-
otzi:ged,by a ‘moderate’ minority.

ighting ~ solidarity  urgently
needs to be built between these
movements — or they could suffer
the same fate as the recent
thoroughly defeated strike at
Jaguar, Coventry. At.the same
time Leyland  workers have to
avoid falling into the opposite
trap of the fake ‘unity’ of corpor-
ate bargaining. One way or the
other, the coming weeks will set
thedmould for the future in Ley-
iand.

Darlington
strike stays solid

Compositots and readers at North
of England newspapers in Dar-
lington will stay out on strike,
it was decided - last weekend.
Meeting on Saturday, FOCs

.of 65 chapels of the National

Graphical ~Association in the
Westminster ~ Press. Group —
which owns the Darlington papers
— decisively rejected attempts
by the TUC Printing Industries
tCommittee to order the Darling-
on

alists’ picket lines.

This decision follows closely on
the heels. of the National Union
of Journalists’ Executive:meetin:
last Wednesday, where the P!
ultimatam ‘was also thrown out.

For nearly sixteen weeks

" 108 NUJ members in Darlington
have been on official strike in -

defence of a closed-shop declarat-
ion. Under pressure, leaders
of the major print unions decided
eight weeks ago to call. NGA,
NATSOPA and SLADE members
out in support. As a result all

newspaper production was stopp- -

ed, but management still refused
to negotiate over the closed shop,

preferring to subsidise the
Darlington  papers’ losses. A

call from the Westminster Press
NUJ Group Chapel to extend
the strike throughout the combine
was thrown out by the PIC earlier
this month in favour of an in-
struction to the strikers to return
to work pending mediation.

This shabby attempt at betrayal - 3

is now .in tatters. The NGA
executive, meeting this Wednes-
day can now -be in-no doubt
about the determination of their -

rank-and-file members to defend -

trade umion principle. If nec-

. essary, say the FOCs, they — like

their NUJ: counterparts - are . .
prepared to crlpple;% whole of -
- Westminster Press. - »% - o

The demand on the PIC for-
escalating ~ action - throughout
Westminster Press must now
bq hammered horhe. This dispute
will make or break trade union
organisation in local newspap-
ers — affecting printers as weil
as journalists — and with deter-
mined action it can and will be
won.
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